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1754 Salem Slave Census
Transcription



We find in the Town eighty 
three Negro Slaves fifteen years old + upward 
[illegible] forty seven males & thirty six Females.
Salem Dec:r 5th 1754
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1785] REV. WILLIAM BENTLEY i

[40] 17 85. Abopt the time of my Ordination the Proprietors
voted to open a Singing School, the Charges of which were to be
defrayed by an Assessment of one dollar pr. Quarter upon each
Scholar, & deficiencies to be made up from the public fund, in con-
sequence of which vote} the School'was. opened at M* Rue's for one
Quarter, then at the Widow Crowninshield for the next Quarter, then
at Capt. Ingersoll’s for another Quarter, and at each two nights in
a week. Then for the Summer Season one night in a week at the
Public School, & for the ensuing winter in a building in the great
street.

[42] Moved from Welsh’s School at Widow Knights began on
Thursday, September 1, [17]85, at 2s 6/ P Q. At the end of the
Quarter School removed to the New East School House, December.

[198] June, 1785. An Account of the Number of Inhabitants
in the Town of Salem, as taken (on Oath) by the Assessors of said
Town, pursuant to a Law of this Commonwealth, passed in the year
of our Lord, one thousand, seven hundred eighty-four.

Males. Females,
from
Under 16 16 30 50 70 Under 16 30 50 70 Total.
years of age. to to to to Wid- 16y. to to to to
30 50 70 100 ows. 30 50 70 100

Ward No 1. 427 183 155 47 18 120 429 268 189 90 27 1828
No2. 314 143 97 29 8 74 274 213 114 69 16 1277
No3., 882 192 152 33 14 109 428 242 180 ‘T8 17 1718
Nod4. 432 176 185 36 7 116 409 301 221 56 22 1845

1555 694 580 145 42 419 1540 1024 704 290 82 6665

People in the Poor House, & who are not included in the
above account 66

6731
192 Negroes, who also are not included in this account. Widows
who appear in 3 separate Column, are likewise included in the

several columns under their respective Ages. Those in the second

Column from 16 to 30 years of age, are under 30, & so on through-
out the heads of the several Columns. The last mentioned number
of years is to be understood exclusively. Care was taken not to
nclude any person, who was not certainly known to be an Inhabi-
tant of the Town, according to the general sense or meaning of the
vord “Inhabitant.” This account delivered to me by Mr. Miles
r¢enwood one of the Assessors.
Spring, 1785, This is the first List that ever was taken by me
ter my settlement at Salem. Occasionally others were added, but
5t part which I have endeavoured to mark off are Original,
C. Thoge marked with a straight line* denoted early removals,
I{:Were Marked early, The waving line is the line of separation
Sween the Original List, & the additional Members.

*Here pringeq 45 italics.
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In G O NG

R E 58

A DECLARATIO

By the
UNITEED ST A TE

REPRESENFAZIVES

of the
S OF AMERICGA;

In GENERAL CONGREJSS ASSEMBLED.

HEN in the Courft of human Eyents, it becomes neceffary

for one People to diffelve the Political Bands which have con-

nected them with another, and to affume among the Powers
of the Earth, the feperate and cqual Station to which the Laws of Natute
and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent Refpeét to the Opinions of
Mankind requircs that they fhould declare the Gaufes which impel them
1o the feperation.

W hold thefe Truths to be flf-cvident, that all Men are created
equal, that they are endowed by their_Creator with certain_ unalienable
Rights, that among theft are Life, Liberty, and the Purfuit of Happi-
nft.—That to fecure thelc Rights, Governments are inflituted among
Men, deriving theirjaft Powers from the Confent of the Governed, that
whenever any Form of Government becomes deftrudtive of thefe Ends,
itis the Right of the People to alter or to abolifh it, and 16 inftitute new
Government, laying its founcation on fuch Principles, and organizing its
Powers in_fuch Form, a5 to them fhall feem moft likely to effeét their
Safety and Hapy Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments
Jong eftablifhed fhould not be changed for light and tranfient Caufes ;
and accordingly all Experience hath fhewn, that Mankind are more  dif-
pofed to fuffer, while Evils are fufferable, than to right themfclves by
abolifbing the Forms to which they are accuftomed. But when a long
Train of Abules and Ufurpations, purfuing invariably the fame Object,
inces a Defign fo reduce them under abfolute Defpotifm, it is_their
Right, it is their Duty, to throw off fuch Government, and to_provide

Guards for their fatgre Security. Such_has been the patient Suf-
rance of thefe Colonies 5 and fuch is now the Neceflity which con-
firains them 1o alter their former Syftems of Government.  The Hiftory
of the prefent King of Great-Britain is a ITiftory of repeated Injurics and
Ularpations, all having in diret Object the Eftablihment of an abfo-
lute Tyranny over thefe States. To prove this, let Fads be fubmitted to
2 candid World,

He has scfufed his Affent to Laws, the moft wholefome and neccary
for the public Good.

Hz has forbidden his Governors to pafs Laws of immediate and prefl-
ing Importance, unlefs fufpended in their Operation till his Affent fhould
beobtained 5 and when fo fufpended, he has utterly negleéted to attend
1o them.

Hr has refufed to pafs other Laws for the Accommodation of large
Diflridls of People, unlefs thofe People would relinquifh the Right of Re-
prefentation in the Legiflature, a Right ineftimable to them, and formid-
able to Tyrants only.

He has called together Legiflative Bodies at Places unufial, uncomfor-
table, and diftant from the Depofitory of their public Records, for the fole
Purpofe of fatiguing them into Compliance with his Meafures.

T has diffolved Reprefentative Houfes repeatedly, for oppofing with
manly Firmnefs his Invafions on the Rights of the People.

Hz: has refufed for a long Time, after fuch Diffolations, to caufe others
10 be cleeted 5 whereby the Legiflative Powers, incapable of Annihilation,
have retarned to the people at large for their exercife ; the State remain-
ing in the mean time expofed to all the Dangers of Invafion from with-
out, and Convulfions within.

He has endeavoured toprevent the population of thefeStates; for that Parpofe
obilrugting the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; refofing t pafs others
to encourage their Migrations hither, and raifing the Gonditions of new
Appropriations of Lands-

H has obffrodted the Adminitration of Jaftice, by refufing his Affent to
Laws for eflablifhing Judiciary Powers.

H has made Judges dependent on hisWill alone, for the Tenure of their
Offices. and the Amount and Payment of their Salarics.

Hz has erefted a multitude of new Offices, and fent hither Swarms of
Officers to harrafs our People, and ear out their Subftance.,

Hz has kept among us, in Times of Peace, Standing Armics, without the
Confent of our Legiflaturcs,

Hp has affected o render the Military indcpendent of and fuperior to
the civil Power.

He bas combined with others to fubjedt us to a Juri@fidtion foreign to our
Conflitution, and vnacknowledged by ourLaws; given his Affent to their Ads
of pretended Legiflation :

For quartering large Bodics of armed Troops among us =

For_protcéting them, by a mock Trial, from Punifhment for any Mut-
ders which they {hould commit on the Inhabitants of thefe States :

For cutiing off our Trade with all Parts of the World -

For impofing Taxes on us without our Confent :

Ter depriving us, in many Cafes, of the Bencits of Trial by Jury

For tanfporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended Offences

For abolifhing the free fyftem of Englith Laws in a neighbouring Provinice,
efablifhing therein an arbitrary Government, and enlarging itsBoundaries, fo
as o render it at once an Example and fit Infirument for introducing the fame
abfolute Rulc into thefe Colonie

For wking away oar Charters, abolithing our moft valusble Laws, and
altering fundamencally the Forms of our Governments :

For fufpending our own Legilatures, and declaring themfelves invefted
with Power to legiflate for us in all Cafes whatfoever.

He has abdicated Government bere, by declaring us out of his Protedtion
and waging War againtt us.

He has plundered our Seas, ravaged our Coatts, burnt our Towns, and
deftroyed the Lives of our People.

Heis at this Time, manfporting largeArmies of foreign Mercenatics to com-
pleat the Works of Death, Defolation and Tyranny, already begun with
Circumftances of Cruclty and Perfidy fearcely paralleled in the moft barba-
rous Ages, and totally unworchy the Head of o ciilized Nation.

He has conftraincd our feliow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to
bear Arms againft their Country, to become the Exccutioners of their Fricads
and Brethren, or to fail themfilves < their Hands.

He has excited Domeltic Infurretions amongft us, and has endeavoured
1o bring on the Inhabitants of our Frontiers, the mercilefs Indian Savages,
whofz known Rule of Warfare, is an undiftinguihed Deftruction, of all
Ages, Sexes and Conditions.

_In every Stage of thefe Opprefflions we have petitioned for Redrefs, in the
moft humble Terms : Our repeated Peitions have been anfwered only by
repeated Injury. A Prince, whofe Charadter is thus marked by every A&
which may define a Tyrant, is unfic to be the Ruler of a frec People.

Nor have ws been wanting in Attention to our Britfh Brethren. We
bave wamed them from Time t© Time of Attempts by their legiflature to
extend an unwarrantable Jurifdiction over us. We have reminded them of
the Circamflances of our Emigration and Scttlement here. We have ap-
pealed to their native Juftice and Magnanimity, and we have conjured them
by the Tics of our common Kindred to- difavow thefe Ufurpations, which
would ineitably interrupt our Conneétions and Correfpondence. They to0
have been deaf to the Voice of Juftice and of Confanguinity. We muft,
therefore, acquicfce in the Necellity which denounces. our Separation, and.
e el 1 of MirkngjHimies i ekt s
Jriends.

We, therefore, the Reprefentatives of the UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA, in GeweraL Coxcress aflembled, appealing to the
Sapreme Judge of the World for the Regitude of our Intentions, do in' the
Name and by the Authority of the good People of thefe Colonies, folemnly
Publifh and Declare, That thefe United Colonies arc, and of Right ought
10 be, FAEE AND INDEPENDENT STATES ; that they ate abolved from
all Allegiance to the Britifh Crown, and that all poliical Connection between
them and the State of Great-Britain, is, and ought to be totally diffolved ;
and that as FRE® AND INDEPENDENT STATES, they have full Power to
Tevy War, conclude Peace, contraét Alliances, eftablith Commerce, and to do
all other A@s and Things which INDEPENDENT STATES may of Right do.
And for the Suppors of this Declaration, with a firm Reliance on the Pro-
tcétion of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge 10 cach other our Lives,
our Fortunes, and our facred Honor.

Signed by ORvER and in Barars of the Coxcrzss,
JOHN HANCOCK, Prefident,

ATTEST,
CHARLES THOMPSON, Sccretary.
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